THE   GERMAN   BLOOD-BATH

and 15. The Duce, however, failed to succumb to the
German Chancellor's charms. Everything that had
been happening in Germany during the last few weeks
he found displeasing and alarming, and he said that
Nazi terrorism in Vienna, and the constant threat to
Austria and her independence, must cease. Hitler, at
the Italian dictator's bidding, solemnly promised to
put an end to the terror and to respect Austrian
sovereignty. Mussolini, however, went still further.
Would it not be prudent, he suggested, purely of course
as a friend, to restrain somewhat the radical actions
and speeches of the Left Wing of the National-Socialist
Party? Would it not be wise to dissolve the S.A.,
which formed a state within the state, and was led by
that notorious freebooter Roehm, in association with
notorious characters such as Heines, Ernst, etc.?
Would it not also, perhaps, be as well to get rid of
Goering, who was accused abroad, perhaps not un-
justifiably, of having been responsible for the Reichstag
Fire, and of Goebbels, who dared speak of the possi-
bility of a second revolution?

Hitler pricked up his ears. Was not this the lan-
guage of von Papen, Meissner and company? Who
was this Meissner after all? Before serving as Hinden-
burg's principal private secretary, had he not served
President Ebert in the same capacity? Was he not an
intriguer? It took Hitler several weeks to resolve his
doubts. When he became President he retained
Meissner as Hindenburg had done before him. But
for the time being he was furious. He knew that Herr
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